established New York University Medical School, who offered the Lyceum three rooms in the Medical School, a step which proved beneficial to both institutions.
In the succeeding years several unsuccessful efforts were made to find larger accommodation. A fire in 1863 destroyed the Medical School building, causing the Lyceum to lose everything, including John James Audubon's collection of birds, an unrivalled mineralogical cabinet accumulated through its work on the New York Geological Survey, and a large ichthyological collection. Fortunately, the loss coincided with a rising American interest in cultural pursuits and stimulated a number of New York's leading citizens to promote a museum of natural history. After considerable political infighting, the American Museum of Natural History opened its doors in 1874 and offered the Lyceum a home. In Press, 1990 Press, , pp. xvi, 319, illus., $34.95 (0-8147-1832 .
For Kenneth Allen De Ville, Jacksonian America marked the birth of the "medical malpractice phenomenon" in the United States. Medical Malpractice traces the origin of this increased rate of malpractice suits by exploring changing community outlooks, medical technology, legal precedents and cultural developments. These "factors", De Ville concludes, fuelled a malpractice "epidemic" by inflating expectations of medicine's ability to heal and by removing the social and religious stigmas from initiating such suits.
De Ville points out that regular physicians fell victim to more suits than their irregular colleagues. Poor patients, those least likely to be able to pay either medical or legal fees, were feared by physicians as most likely to sue. The bulk of litigation resulted from orthopaedic and obstetrical cases, especially fractures, because these treatments were "perceived" as mechanical procedures with predictable and perfect results. Yet, De Ville fails to explore adequately the extent to which this fear of malpractice charges permeated the medical profession's conciousness and influenced therapeutic choices. Furthermore, while technological developments certainly contributed to rising expectations, women during this period did not, on the whole, view obstetrics as mechanical, predictable or safe. Jury verdicts during this period survey only one half of public opinion.
Defective medical education, lack of professional unity and Jacksonian anti-professional sentiment, De Ville notes, undermined the respect of the medical profession, thereby making it vulnerable to lawsuits. The breakdown of eighteenth-century organic local communities removed the social pressure against litigation which existed in closely knit societies, while the rise of religious perfectionism induced individuals to search for earthly causes and remedies for their misfortune. Finally, the increased concern with physical well-being coupled with a transformed view of the human body as a fixable mechanical entity, created inflated expectations of medical practice making suits more likely. That the malpractice epidemic continues to the present day, demonstrates for De Ville the fundamental role medical progress has played in generating litigation, even after the immediate exciting causes like the social changes surrounding Jacksonian Democracy were removed.
De Ville traces the development of malpractice suits from British common law writs through the American contract law settlements of the 1 830s and 1 840s. He then explains the incorporation of medical malpractice under tort law as the result of medical doctors asserting themselves as professionals, not as craftsmen bound by contracts. De Ville notes that although doctors' view of the "noble sister profession" changed, giving rise to various unfriendly
